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January von Ribbentrop was in Warsaw.  It is now
revealed that the German Foreign Minister made
proposals to initiate a Ukrainian campaign.   Stalin
laughed at the idea in his speech of March 10th and
insinuated that it was a figment of the Democracies*
imagination; but there is little doubt that it was
solemnly put forward and as solemnly turned down
by Colonel Beck..1   Poland's colonial claims were to
be backed by the Axis in return for supporting German
designs on Russia.   Ribbentrop at a dinner in his
honour, spoke of a firm understanding with Poland
as  an  essential  element of the Fuehrer's policy.
Addressing the German Colony on January 26th, he
said: "I can assure the Germans in Poland that the
agreement of January 26th, 1934, has put a final end
to enmity between our two peoples/'  But Poland's
refusal to be a partner in plunder made Poland an
obstacle to penetration anywhere, and the rallying
ground for the champions of the war against Germany
on two fronts.  Hitler's concept of expansion was to
capture   a   strategic  base  for  further  expansion.
Poland fulfilled this condition, and was to be the key
to the domination of Europe.

In estimating British policy as led by Mr. Chamber-
lain while these tremendous designs were in process
of growth and were being duly reported to him by our
various ambassadors, it is important to realize that
Great Britain, though averse to the domination of
Europe by any one Power, and the traditional protec-
tor of small and weak nationalities, has not auto-
matically gone to war to prevent it. It is by no
means an historical axiom that Britain should resist
such a Power, Bismarck's domination of Europe we
did not oppose; the post-war French hegemony we
surveyed with little more than regret and irritation.

i This did much to alter Hitler's view with regard to Russo-German
co-operation, which had always been favoured by powerful groups in both
countries.